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ENCHANTER'S NIGHTSHADE (Circaes futetians)
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Denholm Dean was part of the fands granted to the Douglas family
of Cavers in the 14" century. For tha next fow centuries it would
bo used for hunting deer and shooting game.

19" Cantury Plan of Cavers Estate in the time of James Douglas.
Laird of Cavers 181561, Douglas of Cavers Papers Acc/7488/2
Courtesy of the National Library of Scotiand

In 1664 Sir Archibald Douglas granted land for houses and garden

homes. Links between the two villages remained strong and the
path through the Dean was well used over the next few hundred
years

John Layden, poet, linguist and wcholar, was born in Denhalm in

near Nether Tofts. He often walked and lingered in the Dean and
loved the steap, dansaly wooded glen and its winding burn. it was
1o be 8 source of inspiration for his “Scenes from Intancy"

SN sviowiai Local Covenantars of the 17" contury found shelter and hiding

“When in these wilds a jocund, sportive child, places in the Dean 10 escape persecution. They would gather to
Each flower, s ioocliess hours beguited * )
Alinehoioiils dpomdonidine hidden spot known as Peden’s Valo a few hundred yards
downatream from Denholmdean Cottage. The Douglas family were
staunch supporters of the Covenanting cause and the Cameronian

‘wect that developed from it




MICHAEL BRAITHWAITE AND THE
LOWER DEAN

was bought by Michael Bea
sty Rucorder for the Botanic Society of the

e, highly resg

His Woodland Management Plan {see hat s intention wax
ventual extraction of all of the non-native conffers
s, many of which had bees
planned the removal of sycamore (a non
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Spocios

the area was 10 be apen

Many of the trees, such as these birch tr
planted above the Dean bum, are now in
excess of thirly years oid_ They survived the
recent spruce felling and will hopefully have
access to more light and achieve a more
natural o

AERIAL VIEW OF THE
FOUR COMPARTMENTS
OF SITKA SPRUCE
FELLED IN 2024

FELLING

In 2019, Michae! Braithwaite gifted the Lower Dean to the trus
Dentoim Feuars and Householders Council (DFHC) fo be used

amenity for the inhabitants of the village of Denholm and a haven for
widifo” Michasl specified the romoval of the remaining ror-native
conifers and their tepiacement with native broadieaves a5 3 management
piorty. The Denholm Dean committee was set up for the purposes of
amanging the felling, re-stocking and future managemeat of the community
woodland.

Appication to Scottish Forestry foc 8 Felling Licence was made in early
2024, By this stage the remaining spruce trees were in a poor condition
having grown beyond prime commercial size and being badly damaged by
the Great Spruce Bark Beetle

Great Soruce Bam Boote
(Dendoctronus micans)

First discovered in Great Britain in

1982, these beetles damage spruce

trees by tunnelling into the bark to lay

thei eggs. Larvae feed on the inner

woody layers, weakening and PR,

potentially kiling the tree. e

The icance to fell was granted and fefing started in June 2024

PREPARING FOR REPLANTING - SUMMER AND AUTUMN 2024

the s
g::' i ::w.:::" sl:;:'\u the felling had finished, & group of local volunteers joined some members of the Dean Commitiee and set 10 work cleaniog.
9 the area for plarting fowards the end of the year We were fotunate in having the help and support of the Borders Forest Trust and

their reguiss volunteer team

Local voiutoers. suppiementad by the Borders Forest The conval ares bafove clearup. July 2024

Trust Yolunteer Team, set 1o work o cloar the first
folod wrea. ity 2024,

{Bash ackiod to consoiidate the stesp siope beyond
he second brkge. Jly 2024,




w
o
<
=
=]
<
T
L)
z
8
[
<
3
[
o
('
)
z
-
-l
w
'Y
|
<
N
o
N
w
z
=)
=




REPLANTING -
AUTUMN/WINTER 2024

tocking of the felled areas started in November. The planting density and

species chosen were conditions of the Felling Licence — native trees at a density
of 1600 stems per hectare

ince Michael Braithwaite planned his woodland restoration in 1981, elm and ash
have been severely affected by disease. The restacking species chosen in 2024
were oak, birch, hazel and hawthom, all naturally occurring in the Lower Dean
with the addition of aspen, considered to species which could mitigate the
loss of ash. These species are all wel ed 10 the local soil and climate

Aspen spreads easily and is ideal for
regenerating woodlands. The trees are
connected underground by their roots,

forming some of the largest living organisms
in the world, and they are particularly useful
for consolidating sloping ground. Their
ability to support birds and insects make this
a key species for biodiversity

The replanting plan aimed to mimic
natural regeneration by planting groups
of a single species in concentric circles
with a radius of 5 metres.

Oak was planted in the flatter areas
transitioning to birch and aspen up the
slopes with the shrubbier species,

hazel and hawthom, close to the paths Restocking based on Restocking based on aspen
and under power lings. Z oak (5m radius circles) and birch (5m radius circles)
ing using

marked ropes from a central stake.

PLANTING AT WOODSIDE - A WORK IN PROGRESS

The felled area adjacent to the road by Woodside Cottage is the last compartment to be planted. It is alsa the most accessible area of the Lower Dean

The volunteer team are keen that there should be some part of the woodland available to those less able to negotiate steps and steep slopes and, to this
end, we have been excavating a terrace just below the roadside hedge, where we pian to place a bench with a view over the Dean bum to the woodland and
fields beyond. The terrace will be planted with coppice hazel, crab apple. and guelder rose

We were struck In the spring and summer by a patch of largely grass and wildflowers within the felled area and we are now working to make a “species-rich
meadow” (see map below) by clearing scrub, brash and any regenerating sycamore, with a view to being able to scythe the new growth in future years.

The area will be planted in the autumniwinter using the same five species as in the rest of the Dean with the addition of more rowan, crab apple and guelder

rose. As o be expected one year after felling, there is a degree of natural regeneration of trees species, some of which are being protected where desirable,
such as oak, rowan, hawthorn, hazel, holly and birch.

appko blending il
A ————

NORTH

COMPARTMENT 6A
PLANTING PLAN AUTUMN

Michael Braithwaite was keen that “vistas
and glades” should be opened out in the
Dean. Ta the right of the downhill path at
Woodside, the volunteer group has opened
oul twa ‘promontories” with views
overlooking the Dean burn. There were
already signs over the spring and summer
of regenerating wild flowers in the
increased fight

TREE PLANTING - WINTER 2024

In November 2024, local volunteers started planting trees in felled areas, using colour-coded stakes to ensure
that the right species was planted in the right place. They were assisted by the Borders Forest Trust volunteers
and the whole of Denholm Primary School, who planted 100 oak trees in one day.




A CHANGING LANDSCAPE
JUNE 2024 - NOVEMBER 2025




Recorded

LOWER DEAN PLANT LIST

Latin Name

(A WORK IN PROGRESS)

English Name

FLORA

1n 2012, the Dean was surveyed by Michael Braithwaite and members
of the Botanical Sociely of the British Isles. We have the list of plants
found and recorded in 2012 and have been attempting to update it
following the felling in June 2024 (see list below). We have found most
of the plants listed, but. as might be expected, there are some striking
changes in abundance with the massive increase in light in some
previously very shady areas.

Certain wild flowers are considered 1o be indicative of ancient
woodland; their presence may suggest that an area has been
continuously wooded for a long time. In general such species do not
spread easily, especially across open areas, and they thrive on
undisturbed ground, Many of the flowers pictured below are ancient
woodland indicator species.

dog's mercury near the Dean burn.

May 2025,
Bumside primroses
by the second
bridge, close to the
extraction routs
used during felling
a year earlier

ek
P
May 2025. Meadow

saxifrage stll growing
where recorded in 2012

June 2025. Yellow pimpeme!
in a shady undisturbed part of
the Lower Dean

July 2025. Common Hemp Nettie
A common annual plant, previously
unrecorded in the Dean, now prolifi

Rl April 2025. The tiny town hall clock (so called
because it has four faces at right angles to each
other, and one horizontal face). It was recorded,
with grid references, in two places in the Dean in
2012, one in the Upper Dean and one in the Lower

The patch in the Lower Dean is still there, at the
same grid reference, despite being in the middle of
a felled area,

< . Sk
April 2025. Bugle growing in an area of
woodland planted by Michael Braithwaite close
1o the second bridge, surprisingly resifient to
the disturbances of felling vehicles.

One of the strikingly colourful features of the spring and summer of
2025 in the Lower Dean - an abundance of foxgloves and red
campion throughout the felled areas
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